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GRANDMOTHER KINSHIP PROVIDERS NEED
SUPPORT, TOO
Not surprisingly, when a cnild’s parents are incgpabl e of
caing for him/her, the dnild's grandperents are often the
first option considered. Due to their relation to (and thereby
implied relationship with) the dild, thistransitionis
thought to be lesstraumatic to the dhild than anon-kin
placement. Further, grandparents’ age, stability, and wisdom
suppasedly contribute to caregiving skill s and abiliti es the
child’'s parents may not possess However, it isadissrvice
to assume that grandparents have littl e or no dfficulty when
they become primary caregivers to their grandchildren. A
study of 102 African American grandmothers (including 5
grea-grandmothers) caring for atotal of 223 grandchil dren
in Atlanta, Georgia, reveded some interesting findings.
Parental substance @use was the primary reason for
grandmother care for 38% of the sample, followed by
parental incarceration (18% of the sample). Only 11% were
cases in which the dildren had been formally removed
from the parent’s home by child protedive services.
Grandmothersin the study were likely to be single (only
18% were living with a spouse or partner), and nd very
highly educated (46% had rever completed high schod).
The vast mgjority were receaving some form of
governmental aid (TANF or SS for either the grandperent
or grandchildren). Results regarding grandmothers’ well -
being indicated that levels of psychdogicd distresswere
related to family resources, socia suppat, and
grandmother’s physicd hedth. Also, asizeale minority
(30%) scored above the dinicd cutoff for psychoogicd
distress indicating a nee for intervention. The aithors
concluded that strengthening social suppat and family
resources is esentia to the successof these famili es.
Kelley, S. J., Whitley, D., Sipe, T. A., & Yorker,
B. C. (2000. Psychdogicd distressin grandmother kinship
care providers. Therole of resources, socia suppat, and
physicd hedth. Child Abuse andNegled, 24,311-321.

HOUSING IMPROVEMENTS MAY IMPROVE
MENTAL HEALTH

Previous research onthe impad of type of howsing on
mental hedth has focused on dff erences between high-
occupancy buil dings and single-family dwelli ngs, with littl e
attention paid to how the quality of afamily’s housing
contributed to o detraded from their psychologicd well -
being. In two separate studies, various dimensions of
housing quality (structura quality, privacy, indoa climatic
condtions, hazads, and cleanli nesdclutter) were shown to
be related to mothers’ menta hedth. The first sample
consisted of 207 low- to middle-income mothers from rural
upstate New Y ork, and was predominantly (97%) white.
Even after controlli ng statisticdly for income, greaer
housing quality was assciated with lower levels of
psychdogicd distress The second sampleincluded 31low-
income mothers (61% were African American) from urban

areas in Michigan. For this group, howsing quality and
mothers’ mental hedth were assessed before and after their
famili es were relocated to improved housing (through
Habitat for Humanity). Changesin hotsing quality were
related to psychologicd distress gores, even after

controlli ng stetisticdly for pre-relocaion levels of distress
Whileit islikely that mothersin poaer mental hedth are
lesslikely to attain and/or maintain higher quality housing
(which could explain the findings from the first sample) the
semndstudy suggested that improvementsin hotsing
quality may help to improve mothers’ psychologicd well -
being.

Evans, G. W., Wells,N. M., Chan,H. Y. E., &
Saltzman, H. (2000. Housing quality and mental hedth.
Journa of Consulting andClinical Psychology, 68,526
530.

ACCESSTO PRIMARY CARE PROVIDERSMAY
REDUCE MEDICAID RECIPIENTS DEPENDENCE
ON HOSPITAL EMERGENCY ROOMS
In the mid-1990s, North Caroli na began to implement
Carolina Access the managed care program for Medicad.
One aped of the program involves assgning primary care
providersto Medicad redpients. Often, parents of children
enrolled in Medicad rely on haspital emergency
departments as their primary source of hedth care.
Providing them with ather alternatives was expeded to
lessen their dependence on more expensive anergency room
visits. Medicad redpients were assgned to aprimary care
provider, and given accessto 24-hou “cdl-a-nurse”
telephore systems. Foll owing the introduction o this
program, emergency room visits of children enrolled in
Medicad deaeased 24% over two yeas, while visits of
nonMedicad children increased 8%. Non-urgent visits
deaeased 376 for Medicad-enrolled children, bu was
stable over the two-yea period for non-Medicad chil dren.
The total number of children covered by Medicad in this
North Carolina aurty remained relatively stable for the
duration d the study, which suggests that the program may
have contributed to the documented dedinein emergency
room visits by children enrolled in Medicad.

Piehl, M. D., Clemens, C. J., & Joines, J. D.
(2000. “Narrowing the gap”: Deaeasing emergency
department visit use by children enrolled in the Medicad
program by improving accessto primary care. Archives of
Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine, 154,791-795.

BOOK WORTH NOTING

Mallon, G. P. (1998. We donit exactly get the welcome
wagon The exyeriences of gay andlesbian addescentsin
child welfare systems. New Y ork: Columbia University
Press [ISBN 0-231-104553] Interviews with professonals
and with gay and lesbian teens provide the basis for this
bodk intended to educate professonals abou these
adolescents’ experiences within the dhild welfare system.
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REPORT ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND CHILD
MALTREATMENT

A recent report provides descriptive and cemographic
information regarding the @-occurrence of child
maltreament and damestic violencein Hennepin Courty,
Minnesotain 1999.Recommendations for improving
servicesto those df eded by family violencefocus on
training, communication, coll aboration, ealy intervention,
asssanent, and case management. The full report is

avail able & www.mincava.umn.edu (go to the Child Abuse
healing and look for thetitle: “Respondng to the Co-
ocaurrence of Child Matreament and Adult Domestic
Violencein Hennepin Courty”) The website dso provides
accessto reseach and pdicy reports on awide variety of
child welfare issues.

POLICY REPORT ON SCHOOL VIOLENCE
Although schod violencein Americahas deaeased
recently, most Americans percave schods as becoming
more violent. In aduality, schod-associated violent deahs
dedined 40% between the 199798 and 199899 schod
yeas. Possesson d gunsin schods have deaeased, as
evidenced by student reports of carrying awegponin the
previous 30 days, which deaeased by 30% between 1993
and 1997 In addition, the total number of schod crimesin
genera has dedined from 1993to 1997.Y et, while thisis
theredity in Americd s <hods, 4% of responcentsin a
recent pal were more likely to be feaful of their schods
than the previous yea. In addition, even though only 4% of
juvenile homicides occur in rural aress, rural parents were
more likely than urban or subwban parents to say that they
were draid for their children at schod.

The authors of this Policy Report believe that this
misperception o schods by parents and pdicymakers as
unsafe has lea to atightening of seaurity in schods, such
as the development of “seaure buildings” with metal
detedors, locked doas, and personal seaches. The new
stricter palicies have dso leal to more severe adionfor
misbehavior in schods. In 1997, 3.1milli on students were
suspended from schod; most of them were for non-violent,
non-criminal ads. Many schods now are giving matters that
were traditionally handled in the principa’s officeto the
justice system, which can uncermine the educator’s
authority and regatively impad the student-educator
relationship. As pdicy diredives, the authors suggest that
media cverage present amore balanced view of schod
violencein America In addition, they suggest spending less
time turning schods into restrictive environments, and more
time trying to crede an atmosphere of norviolence axd
individual resporsibility inthe schods. Lastly, instead of
focusing on students bringing guns to schod, the aithors
suggest focusing on the more basic question d how they get
thegunsin thefirst place

Brooks, K., Schiraddi, V., & Ziedenberg, J. (2000.
Schod house hype: Two yeas later. Policy report prepared
by the Justice Policy Institute and Children’s Law Center,
Inc. Report avail able online &
www.cj¢j.org/schodhousehype/shh2.iml .
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META-EVALUATION OF WILDERNESS

CHALLE NGE PROGRAMS SUGGEST LOWERED
RECIDIVISM RATES

Wil dernesschall enge programs are intended to lower
juvenile delinquency rates. In this type of program, youth
participate in avariety of physicdly chalenging adivities,
usualy outdoars, such as badpadking or rock climbing.
The programs are based onthe “leaning by doing” ideg
with participants performing adiviti es that diredly
challenge their skill s and self-concepts. Participants
suppasedly build self-esteem from the dhall enges, and also
lean prosocia skill s through the group reture of most of
the adiviti es. Twenty-eight evaluations of wilderness

chall enge programs for delinguent youth were examined to
seethe overall eff edivenessof thistype of program. The
reseachers foundthat, onaverage, abou 29% of wilderness
program participants reddivated, as compared to 3% of
control participants. High intensity programs with strenuots
solo or group expeditions and aher physicdly difficult
adivities reduced delinquency morethan dd less srenuows
programs. In addition, programs with a distinct therapy
comporent reduced delinquency more than those withou,
perhaps because therapy enabled participants to process
their chall enging experiences and to make references to
their own behavior with more success The most eff edive
programs were relatively short-term programs with
therapeutic enhancements. However, as most of these
studies included only white males who were drealy “in the
system,” caution shoud be taken before generali zing the
results to females, minority groups, and predeli nquent
youth.

Wilson, S. J., & Lipsey, M. W. (2000. Wilderness
chall enge programs for delinquent youth: A meta-analysis
of outcome evaluations. Evaluation andProgram Planring,
23,1-12.

CHECK USOUT ONLINE
http://ccfl.unl.edu/rap/

Editor Jennifer M. Wyatt
iwyatt@unlserve.unl.edu
Angela L. Williams
awilliam@unlserve.unl.edu
Vicky Weisz 402.472.9814
vweiszl@unl.edu

Chris Wiklund
cwiklund1@unl.edu

Funding provided by the Nebraska Department of Health and
Human Services System, UNL’s Center on Children, Families,
and the Law, and the Nebraska Court Improvement Project.

Assistant Editor

Faculty Advisor

Layout Design




